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INTRODUCTION

This relatively brief study outline with questions and comments is designed to be an
introduction to the book of Revelation. It is hoped the student will gain a feeling for
apocalyptic writings which are found in Revelation. Apocalyptic literature is a type of
writing containing symbols and visions. The book of Daniel is a good beginning in
the study of apocalyptic literature. The first six chapters of Daniel contain some of
the best known Old Testament stories: Daniel and the three Hebrew children in
Babylon; Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the fiery furnace; Belshazzar and the
handwriting on the wall; Daniel in the lions den. Beginning in chapter seven apoca-
lyptic writings are introduced and continue throughout the remainder of the book.

Apocalyptic writings encouraged God’s people in times of severe persecution and
prepared them for possible future trials. There are three Old Testament apocalyptic
books: Ezekiel and Daniel who wrote in the days of Babylonian exile, 605-539 B.C,,
and Zechariah who prophesied during the Persian era after the return from Babylo-
nian captivity, 520 B. C. to an indefinite date. The only apocalyptic book In the New
Testament is Revelation which was written by the apostle John during the first cen-
tury A. D. In the four gospel accounts, Acts, and the inspired letters, truth is im-
parted by words to the mind. In apocalyptic writings, words paint a picture. The pic-
ture is not the message; rather the interpretation of the picture is the message.

For a better understanding of Revelation, the student is urged to compare various
interpretations offered by scholars and to consult different translations of the Bible.
This study is prepared from the New King James Version. Each question can be

answered from the Biblical text or the comments offered at the end of each lesson

METHODS OF INTERPRETATION OF REVELATION
Various schools of interpretation of Revelation have evolved throughout the Chris-
tian era. Five different methods of interpretation are classified below.
* Futurist. The book describes events which immediately precede the second
coming of Christ.
* Continuous Historical. The book foretells events from John’s writing to the
end of time.
* Philosophy of History. The symbols and pictures described represent forces
rather than real events and peoples.
* Preterist. The book was written and fulfilled in John’s day.
* Historical Background. The book was written for people in John’s day with
principles applicable to the end of time.

This outline is based primarily on the Historical Background interpretation with the
belief that Revelation was written during the reign of the Roman Emperor Domitian,
A. D. 81-96. The purpose of the book was to give encouragement to Christians at
that time to remain faithful regardless of the severity of their persecutions, even to
their physical death. However, some of the prophecies are yet to be fulfilled, and the
principles of faith, steadfastness, truth and righteousness remain valid for all time.



THE THEME

The theme of the book is the victory of Christ. “These will make war with the Lamb,
and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and
those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful” (Rev. 17:14). There pic-
tured is a spiritual war between Good and Evil, between Christ and his saints and
Satan and his allies. In the end, Christ and the righteous are victorious, while Satan
and his followers are utterly defeated and cast into the lake of fire and brimstone to
be tormented day and night. See Chart No. 3, The Victory of Christ.

SYMBOLISM OF NUMBERS'
In Revelation numbers have a symbolic significance which is consistent with the
symbolic language used to describe a picture which in turn must be interpreted for
the intended meaning. Thus the numbers do not necessarily have a numerical
value, but rather suggest a concept or spiritual truth. For this study, consider the fol-
lowing numbers and their symbolic significance:

* One-represents unity;

* Two-represents strength as two witnesses, or disciples sent out two by two;

e Three—a Divine number as in the Godhead;

* four—a world number as the four corners of the earth;

* Six—a human number, incomplete or imperfect, less than seven;

» Seven-a complete or perfect number as seven days in a week;

* Ten-represents complete power as ten horns or diadems;

* Twelve-a religious number as twelve tribes or twelve apostles.

DIVISION OF THE BOOK?
I. The Struggle On Earth: The Church Persecuted By the World. The Church Is
Avenged, Protected, and Victorious, Chapters 1-11
(1) Christ in the midst of the Seven Golden Lampstands, 1-3.
(2) The Book with Seven Seals, 4-7.
(3) The Seven Trumpets of Judgment, 8-11.

Il. The Deeper Spiritual Background: The Christ (and the Church) Persecuted By
the Dragon (Satan) and His Helpers. Christ and His Church Are Victorious,
Chapters 12-22:

(4) The Woman and the Man-Child Persecuted by the Dragon and His
Helpers (the Beasts and the Harlot), 12-14.

(5) The Seven Bowls of Wrath, 15, 16.

(6) The Fall of the Great Harlot and of the Beasts, 17-19;

(7) The Judgment upon the Dragon (Satan) followed by the New Heaven and
Earth, New Jerusalem, 20-22.

' For a detailed discussion of the numbers used in Revelation, see Homer Hailey, Revelation (Grand
Rapids: Baker Book House, 1979), pp. 41-48.

2 The following outline of the book is from W. Hendriksen, More Than Conquerors (Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House, 1970), p. 30.



PREFACE AND CONCLUSION

The book of Revelation is the only book in the New Testament that begins by spe-
cifically stating its source, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to
Him...and signified it by His angel to His servant John” (Rev. 1:1). The book ends
with confirmations of authenticity by God, Christ and John. “And the Lord God of the
holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take
place” (Rev. 22:6); “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the
churches. | am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star”
(Rev. 22:16); “Now [, John, saw and heard these things” (Rev. 22:8). Thus the book
of Revelation has been given to His servants from God the Father through His Son,
Jesus, and revealed to John for our encouragement and edification. “Blessed is he
who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book” (Rev. 22:7).

Sign at the Cave of the Apocalypse
Isle of Patmos
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|l. STRUGGLE ON EARTH - THE CHURCH PERSECUTED

Section 1 — CHRIST IN THE MIDST OF THE LAMPSTANDS

Chapter 1 — THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

A. The Revelation of given by and

signified by his angel to his servant , who bore witness to the
word of God and testimony of Jesus Christ; for the time is near. (Rev. 1:1-3)

B. The book was written to the . (Rev. 1:4)

Note. The symbolic number seven, indicating completeness or fullness, appears
fifty-four times in Revelation. Asia in the New Testament refers to the Roman prov-
ince comprising one-third of the western end of the Asia Minor peninsula.

C. How many congregations were in Asia? (cf. Acts 20:6 -7; Col. 1:1-2; 4:12-15)

1. less than six 3. seven
2. six 4. more than seven

D. Which of the following phrases describe Christ? (Rev. 1:5-6)
1. faithful witness 4. him who loved us
2. firstborn from the dead 5. washed us from our sins in his blood

3. ruler over the kings of the earth 6. made us kings and priests

E. Describe his coming. (Rev. 1:7)

F. I am the and . (Rev. 1:8; cf. 1:11; 21:5-8; 22:13)

Note. Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, signify-
ing Divine completeness and perfection. It is unclear whether the speaker here is
God or Christ (cf. 21:6); at the close of the book Christ claims this title of Deity
(22:13). The expression is omitted (1:11) in the ASV, NASB, and NIV.

G. John wrote the book while on the island of . (Rev. 1:9-11)

Note. Patmos is a small rocky island about ten miles long and six miles wide lying
about seventy miles southwest of Ephesus in the Aegean Sea. The Romans ban-
ished criminals to this island, forcing them to work at hard labor in the mines and
quarries of the island. Early Christian writers say John was exiled to the island for
eighteen months during the reign of the Emperor Domitian (A. D. 81-96).
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H. The book was written to the congregations located at: (Rev. 1:10-11)

1. Colosse 6. Philadelphia
2. Ephesus 7. Sardis

3. Laodicea 8. Smyrna

4. Miletus 9. Thyatira

5. Pergamos 10. Troas

I. John saw how many golden lampstands? (Rev. 1:12)

1. four 3. ten
2. seven 4. twelve

J. Describe the One in the midst of the seven lampstands. (Rev. 1:13-15)

K. How many stars were in the right hand of the speaker? (Rev. 1:16)

1. four 3. ten
2. seven 4. twelve

L. Out of his mouth went a sharp , and his countenance
was like the . (Rev. 1:16)

Note. This two-edged sword, rhomphaia, was of Thracian origin and was longer and
heavier than the machaira, the short sword carried by the Roman soldiers. The
word occurs twice in judgment against the church (2:12, 16), twice in judgment
against the world (19:15, 21), and once with regard to slaughtered saints (6:8). “In
this passage before us the ‘two-edged sword’ out of His mouth indicates the Lord’s
readiness to judge and do battle, to declare and wage war.”

M. What was John told to do? (Rev. 1:17-19)

N. The seven stars represent: (Rev. 1:20)

1. churches 3. world powers
2. angels 4. apostles

O. The seven lampstands represent: (Rev. 1:20)

1. twelve tribes of Israel 3. seven churches
2. four world powers 4. ten angels

' Hailey, p. 111.
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Chapters 2; 3 — THE LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA

. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE CITIES AND THE CHURCHES

A. Ephesus (Rev. 2:1-7). As a wealthy and prosperous seaport at the mouth of
the Cayster River, Ephesus was the largest city of the Roman province of
Asia with a population of perhaps 300,000. The city had a large theater which
held about 24,500. Other important buildings were the agora or marketplace,
library, baths, gymnasium and burial monuments. It was the center of the
mother goddess worship of Artemis (Greek) or Diana (Roman) and the site of
the great temple of Diana, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.
The area is now desolate—silt from the river has filled the harbor, and the ru-
ins of the city lie in a swamp some five to seven miles inland—the lampstand
was removed. Paul visited this city at the end of his second journey and
spent three years here during his third journey (Acts 18:19-21; 19; 20:17, 31).

B. Smyrna (Rev. 2:8-11). Noted for its beauty, this city had a superb natural
harbor making it a commercial center. As early as 195 B. C. Smyrna allied
herself to Rome, building a shrine for pagan Roman worship. The city was
given the honor of erecting a temple to the Emperor Tiberius in A. D. 23, thus
becoming a center for the cult of emperor worship. Smyrna claimed to be the
first city in Asia—first in beauty, first in literature and first in loyalty to Rome.
The church at Smyrna may have been founded by Paul during his third jour-
ney (cf. Acts 19:10). Polycarp, a pupil of John, was martyred here, burned at
the stake in A. D. 155.

C. Pergamos, Pergamum (Rev. 2:12-17). The kingdom of Pergamum was be-
queathed to Rome in 133 B. C. and organized into the Roman Province of
Asia. The city remained the political capital of the province for more than two
centuries. A library of 200,000 volumes was the largest outside of Alexandria,
Egypt. Parchment, pergamena, was developed here when papyrus from
Egypt was no longer available, partly due to shortages and partly due per-
haps to the rivalry between the two cities over their respective libraries. Per-
gamos was the religious center of the province with temples to the patron dei-
ties of Zeus, Dionysus, Athena and Asklepios, the latter the god of medicine
and healing which was worshiped under the emblem of a serpent. A temple
to Roma and Augustus was erected in 29 B. C. as the first temple in the em-
pire dedicated to the imperial cult. Later a second temple to Trajan and a
third to Severus were built. Nowhere was it more difficult for the faithful than
Pergamos where Christianity and Caesar worship confronted one another.

D. Thyatira (Rev. 2:18-29). Under Roman control from 190 B. C., Thyatira was a
wealthy city, a thriving trade and manufacturing center noted for its purple dye
and dyed garments. The purple or crimson dye was obtained from the mad-
der root manufactured locally and was much cheaper than the Phoenician
murex dye. In Philippi, Lydia, a seller of purple from Thyatira, was Paul’s first
convert in Europe (Acts 16:11-15). Trade guilds were numerous with workers
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in wool, linen, leather, and bronze, potters, bakers, dyers, and slavers. Mem-
bership in these trade guilds or unions, necessary for social and financial
success, required pagan worship, feasts involving food sacrificed to idols, and
sexual immorality. The origin of the church here is unknown (cf. Acts 19:10).

. Sardis (Rev. 3:1-6). One of the oldest cities of Asia Minor, Sardis was the
capital of ancient Lydia. Built on a rock hill rising fifteen hundred feet from the
plain below, Sardis was a citadel inaccessible on three sides with the fourth
side easily defended. The kings ruling the city were noted for their wealth and
luxury but also for their propensity for weakness. Pride and arrogance were
the qualities of its citizens. Croesus, the last ruler of Lydia and legendary as
the wealthiest king in history, was defeated by Cyrus the Persian in 549 B. C.
The city fell again in 218 B. C. to Antiochus the Great, ruler of the Seleucids.
Thus the fortress city of Sardis was twice surprised as “a thief in the night.”
An earthquake destroyed the city in A. D. 17 and was rebuilt with the help of
Tiberias who contributed from the national treasury and remitted taxes for five
years. There were altars and shrines to pagan deities, but most impressive
was the temple of the nature goddess Cybele whose worship was similar to
that of Diana of Ephesus. Sardis with other cities of the province competed
for permission to build a second temple for emperor worship, but the honor
was given to Smyrna. Christians in Sardis dwelt in a complacent city with a
past but no future, a pagan city steeped in immorality for eight centuries.

. Philadelphia (Rev. 3:7-13). The name Philadelphia means “brother loving” or
“brother lover.” The city was founded by Attalus Il Philadelphus, king of Per-
gamos (159-138 B. C.), who named the city out of his devotion to his brother
and predecessor Eumenes Il. Founded for the purpose of spreading Greek
culture and language, from its beginning it was a missionary city for the pro-
motion of Hellenism. Philadelphia was a center of the wine industry, and the
Greek god of vine and wine, Dionysus, was the chief pagan cult. The city
was often called “Little Athens” because of its many temples and festivals to
pagan deities. Also destroyed by the earthquake in A. D. 17, Philadelphia,
like Sardis, was rebuilt with the help of Tiberias. Opposition to the church
came from wealthy Jews who had a large and beautiful synagogue.

. Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22). Founded by Antiochus II, a Seleucid king (261-246
B. C.), and named for his wife Laodice, the city was wealthy and a center of
Hellenic culture. In the vicinity were temples of ancient deities and a famous
school of medicine which developed an eye medicine known as Phrygian
powder. A special breed of sheep in the area produced raven-black wool
which was manufactured into highly prized garments. As a noted banking
center together with its trade, the city was one of the wealthiest of its day. In
A. D. 60. Laodicea was almost entirely destroyed by an earthquake, but its
wealthy citizens rejected aid from Rome, rebuilding the city with their own re-
sources. Due to its affluence the city was an attractive retirement center for
the wealthy resulting in their lukewarm attitude toward social issues. Today
Laodicea lies in a heap of ruins. This city had no extremes, and this charac-
teristic was reflected in the attitude of the church.
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Il. GENERAL SURVEY OF THE CHURCHES

A. List two churches about which nothing negative is said. (Rev. 2:8-9; 3:7-8)

B. Name one church about which nothing good is said. (Rev. 3:14-16)

C. Which church compromised with the teachings of Balaam? What was the
doctrine of Balaam? (Rev. 2:12, 14)

D. Which church compromised with the teachings of the “woman Jezebel’?
What influence did she have? (Rev. 2:18, 20)

E. Which church had a name that lived, but was dead? (Rev. 3:1)

F. Which church had left its “first love”? (Rev. 2:1, 4)

G. List two churches who had to contend with a “synagogue of Satan.” (Rev.
2:8-9; 3:7,9)

H. What is each church encouraged to do to receive its reward? (Rev. 2:7, 11,
17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21)

I. Which church could be described as the “poor rich church”? (Rev. 3:14, 17)

J. Which church could be described as the “rich poor church? (Rev. 2:8-9)

K. Name the three common phrases used in the letters to all churches.
1.
2.
3.

L. At what church was the martyr Antipas “killed among you™? (Rev. 2:12-13)

M. At what church was the martyr Polycarp a member according to tradition?
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N. Who has “eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet like fine brass”? (Reuv.
2:18)

O. The name of what church means “brotherly love”? (Rev. 3:7)

P. The threats to the spiritual life of the churches of Asia were:

1. paganism and emperor worship

2. Jewish harassment

3. materialism and compromise promoted by the Nicolaitans, Balaam,
Jezebel

4. loss of zeal or love

5. indifference, lukewarmness

lll. SPECIFIC ISSUES IN EACH CHURCH

Note. Each letter is addressed to the angel of the church. Many interpretations
have been offered regarding the identity of the angels of the churches. Angel
(angelos) is a “messenger sent whether by God or by man or by Satan” (Vine).
John sees a spiritual vision comprised of seven lampstands representing the
seven churches and seven stars in the right hand of Christ representing the an-
gels of the seven churches (1:12-16, 20). One explanation proposes that the an-
gel represents the inward spiritual character of the church while the lampstand or
church as the light-bearer to the world provides the outward spiritual light (Matt.
5:14-16; Phil. 2:14-15). As the Revelation of Jesus Christ is sent and signified by
his angel unto John (1:1), it follows that the message to each church is revealed
by Christ, the author, and addressed to the angel of each church who in turn sig-
nifies ’ghe message to John—"the angels are addressed; the churches are to
hear.”

A. Ephesus

1. The commendation to this church includes its works of

, hot bearing those who are , testing

false , hating the deeds of the
(Rev. 2:2-3, 6)

Note. Very little is known of the origin and doctrine of the Nicolaitans, but
some believe they were a Gnostic sect. They seem to be equated with those
holding the teachings of Baalam and Jezebel (2:14, 20) who represented im-
morality and compromise with idolatry.

' Hailey, p. 116.
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2. What is the criticism of this church? (Rev. 2:4-5)

3. What will be the reward for those who repent? (Rev. 2:7; cf. 22:2)

B. Smyrna. Notice the introduction, “These things says the First and the Last,
who was dead, and came to life” (2:8). Jesus introduces himself as the first
and last to the church in the city that claimed to be first.

1. The Lord knows the works, tribulation and poverty of this church and its

opposition by blasphemous Jews called the
(Rev. 2:9)

2. How will these saints suffer? (Rev. 2:10)

3. What will be their reward for faithfulness? (Rev. 2:10-11; cf. | Cor. 9:24-
25; Il Tim. 4:8; James 1:12)

Note. A crown (stephanos) was worn by athletic and military victors.

C. Pergamos
1. This church is commended for remaining fast and not denying its faith

even when the faithful martyr was killed. (Rev. 2:13)

Note. As the political capital of the province, the seat of pagan deities, and
the center of emperor worship, Pergamos was the site of Satan’s throne.

2. What is the criticism of this church? (Rev. 2:14-15)

Note. Baalam, who was unable to curse the people of God, counseled Balak
to send the daughters of Moab to entice the men of Israel to engage in las-
civious worship (Num. 22-24; 25:1-3; 31:16).

3. What will be the reward for those who repent? (Rev. 2:16-17)
Note. Hidden manna, an allusion to the manna given to the children of Israel

in the wilderness, probably refers to the spiritual food of Jesus (John 6:32-35).
The meaning of the white stone is unknown; however, white denotes purity.
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D. Thyatira

1. This church is commended for its works of , ,

, and . (Rev. 2:19)

2. What condemnation does this church receive? (Rev. 2:20)

Note. Whether Jezebel represents one woman of influence or a segment of
the church is unclear. However, the name Jezebel is a reference to the wife
of King Ahab who influenced her husband to introduce the worship of Baal
into Israel (I Kings 16:29-33). The Jezebel in Thyatira was teaching compro-
mise—fornication and eating things sacrificed to idols.

3. What will be the reward of those who hold fast? (Rev. 2:25-28; cf. 22:16;
Ps. 2)

E. Sardis. Notice the introduction, “you have a name that you are alive, but you
are dead” (3:1). This church was in a city that had a glorious past, but the city
was careless and now dead.

1. The works of this church are not perfect, and it is told to:

a. be , and strengthen the things which remain, that
are ready to (Rev. 3:2)

b. remember what they have and ,
and hold and . (Rev. 3:3)

2. If the church does not watch, how will the Lord come? (Rev. 3:3)

3. What will be the reward of those who have not defiled their garments?
(Rev. 3:4-5)

Note. White denotes spiritual purity (Isa. 1:18; Dan. 12:10); the book of life
occurs seven times in the New Testament (Phil. 4:3 and six times in Revela-
tion; cf. Ps. 69:28; Mal 3:16); Christ acknowledges the names of his own
(Matt. 10:32; Luke 12:8)
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F. Philadelphia

1. How does Jesus introduce himself to this church? (Rev. 3:7; cf. Isa. 9:6-7)

2. This church is commended for its little , keeping

, and not denying . (Rev. 3:8)

3. Those afflicting this church are of the synagogue of Satan, claiming to be
Jews but are not. The real Jew is one inwardly, circumcised in the heart,
worshiping God in the spirit, rejoicing in Christ (Rom. 2:28-29; Phil 3:3).
a. What will become of these Jews? (Rev. 3:9)

b. How will the church be rewarded? (Rev. 3:10-12; cf. | Cor. 3:16; Il Cor.
6:16)

G. Laodicea
1. The criticisms of this church involve its spiritual condition.

a. What are its works? What will be the result? (Rev. 3:15-16)

b. How does the church pride itself? How is it described? (Rev. 3:17)

2. What does Christ counsel the members to buy from him ? (Rev. 3:18)

a. to become

b. to be
that the shame of their nakedness may not be revealed

C. to anoint their that they may see

Note. Refined gold refers to spiritual riches; white garments representing
spiritual purity are in contrast to the black wool industry of the city; and the
eyesalve alluding to the medicine center will open their spiritually blind eyes.

3. Christ chastens those whom he loves. He seeks admittance into this spiri-
tually indifferent church, and if the members are zealous and repent, he
promises what reward? (Rev. 3:19-21)
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Section 2 - THE BOOK WITH SEVEN SEALS

Chapter 4 — THE THRONE SCENE

INTRODUCTION. As we study the New Testament, we see that truth is imparted by
words directly to the mind. A word defined is action required. In Revelation, how-
ever, words describe a picture communicated to the eye which must be interpreted.
The picture is not the meaning. The interpretation of the picture is the meaning. In
chapter four John sees a vision of the great throne scene in heaven.

A. As John looked and beheld in heaven the majestic throne and court of the Ruler

of the universe, he was in the . (Rev. 4:1-2; cf. 1:10)
B. The One on the throne was like a . (Rev. 4:3)
C. Around the throne was a with the appearance of an

emerald. (Rev. 4:3)

D. Describe the twenty-four elders around the throne. (Rev. 4:4)

E. What proceeded from the throne? (Rev. 4:5)

F. The seven lamps of fire are the . (Rev. 4:5)

G. Describe the sea before the throne.
1. Rev. 4:6
2. Rev.15:2
3. Rev. 21:1

H. Describe the four living creatures around the throne:

1. full of eyes (Rev. 4:6)

2. the first was like a : the second was like a X
the third had a face like a : the fourth was like a
(Rev. 4:7)

3. each had and were full of around

and within (Rev. 4:8)
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4. they do not rest day or night praising (Rev. 4:8)

I. When the living creatures praise God, what do the twenty-four elders do? (Rev.
4:9-11)

CONCLUSION. A door in heaven opens and John sees a vision of the magnificent
majesty of the throne and Ruler of the universe.

4:1-2

4:3

4:4

4:5

4:6-8

4:9-11

John was in the Spirit, that is, under the control of the Spirit (cf. 1:10; Ezek.
3:12, 14; 8:3; 11:24).

John sees One sitting on the throne but sees no form (cf. Ex. 24:9-10). God
is a Spirit and cannot be described. When the glory of God passed by
Moses at Mount Horeb, Moses saw the back side (Ex. 33:20-23). When the
Lord passed by Elijah at Mount Horeb, there was a great wind, an earth-
quake, and fire; the Lord was not in them, but after the fire a still small voice
spoke to Elijah (I Kings 19:11-13). What is pictured to John is the radiance
of God in stones like gems. The jasper stone, described as “clear as crys-
tal” (21:10-11), may represent holiness and righteousness, while the sardius
stone, a red stone, symbolizes justice and judgment (cf. Ps. 89:14; 97:2).
Around the throne a rainbow like an emerald suggests the mercy of God
and his covenant with Noah (cf. Gen. 9:12-17).

The twenty-four elders around the throne may represent the twelve tribes of
Israel and the twelve apostles, the redeemed of both the Old and New
Covenants (cf. Eph. 2:11-18; Heb. 9:15). Their garments of white represent
holiness and the golden crowns are the stephanos, victory crowns.
Thunders, lightnings and voices proceeding from the throne show the maj-
esty and power of God (Ex. 19:16-19). The seven lamps represent the
complete and perfect work of the Holy Spirit as the revealer of the word who
instructs, illuminates and gives comfort (Acts 9:31).

The sea before the throne indicates a separation of the Creator and the
created. The latter must approach the former through fire (15:2), but when
the present world has passed and the faithful are in direct fellowship with
God, the sea is no more (21:1; cf. | John 3:2). The four living creatures are
probably the highest order of heavenly beings who serve God’s will. The
eyes of the four living creatures see in every direction, and the four forms
suggest the noblest, strongest, wisest and swiftest in nature to carry out
God’s will. Their unceasing praise of God, “Holy, holy, holy,” indicates the
absolute holiness of God.

The glory, honor and thanks given by the four living creatures to God sitting
on the throne prompts the twenty-four elders to worship the eternal God, the
power and Creator of the universe.
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Chapter 5— THE LAMB

INTRODUCTION. In chapter five the throne scene continues revealing the Lamb
who is the Redeemer.

A.

Who sat on the throne? (Rev. 5:1; cf. Ps. 11:4; Isa. 66:1)

1. Christ

2. God

3. twenty-four elders
4. four living creatures

The scroll John saw was “written inside and on the back” and sealed with

. (Rev. 5:1)

What question did a strong angel ask? What was the response? (Rev. 5:2-4)

. Who is the “Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David” who has prevailed

(overcome, ASV) to open the scroll and loose the seals? (Rev. 5:5; 22:16; cf.
Gen. 49:8-10; Isa. 11:1-5)

1. Solomon
2. Jesse
3. Christ

Who is the Lamb? (Rev. 5:6; cf. Isa. 53:7; John 1:29; Acts 8:32-35; | Pet. 1:17-
19)

The Lamb had seven and seven which

are the seven of God sent out into all the earth. (Rev. 5:6)

. What did the Lamb do? (Rev. 5:7)

Who fell down before the Lamb? What did each have? (Rev. 5:8)
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I. The new song they sang declared the following about the Lamb. (Rev. 5:9-10)

J.

L.

1. Heis to take the scroll and open its X

2. He was and us by his blood;

3. From every tribe, tongue, people and nation, he made us and
to our God, and we shall on the earth.

Daniel had a vision of One like the Son of Man coming with the clouds of heaven
to the Ancient of Days and receiving a kingdom. John’s vision of a kingdom of
people redeemed by Christ was a fulfillment of Daniel’s vision and prophecy
(Rev. 5:10; Dan. 7:13-14).

1. Daniel prophesied that the God of heaven would set up a

(Dan 2:44)
2. This kingdom is an kingdom. (Dan. 7:13-14)
3. Jesus taught his disciples to for the kingdom to come.

(Matt. 6:9-10)

4. Jesus said the kingdom would come with . (Mark 9:1)

5. Jesus told his disciples the power would come with the
which was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost. (Acts 1:8; 2)

6. The Father has conveyed us into the kingdom of his Son who is the head of

the body, the . (Col. 1:13-18)

The “priests” refer to: (Rev. 5:10; cf. | Pet. 2:5, 9-10)
1. the clergy of the Roman Catholic Church

2. heavenly beings

3. believers

If Christians are priests now, they must also be in the kingdom and reign upon
the earth now. (Rev. 5:10; cf. Rom. 5:17)

True False

. How many angels were round the throne, living creatures, and elders? (Rev.

5:11; cf. Dan. 7:9-10; Heb. 12:22-24)

1. a specific number
2. an innumerable company
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N. The host of angels describes the Lamb as worthy to receive

) ) ) tl

(seven qualities indicating perfection and

completeness). (R,ev. 5:12)

O. Fourfold praise by every creature is then given to: (Rev. 5:13)

1. God
2. Christ
3. every created thing
P. The four living creatures said, , and the twenty-four elders fell
down and worshiped him who lives . (Rev. 5:14)

CONCLUSION. Chapter four presents a picture of the throne of God and the One
sitting on the throne, the Creator. Chapter five introduces the Lamb, the Redeemer
who was slain and is exalted. These two chapters teach one main lesson, “The Lord
reigns; Let the peoples tremble! He dwells between the cherubim; Let the earth be
moved!” (Ps. 99:1).

5:1-4  The description of the scroll, “written inside and on the back, sealed with
seven seals,” indicates fullness and completeness, securely sealed for pro-
tection. The scroll is a symbol, but what does it symbolize? Note the follow-
ing brief comments from several sources.

* “The evidence indicates that the book symbolizes God’s eternal purpose
for man’s salvation, the grand scheme of redemption. This plan was
formulated in the mind of God and was a mystery—something unknown
or hidden—until revealed. God purposed or planned that this salvation
which existed as a mystery should be brought forth and made known in
the fullness of time (Eph. 1:9-10).”

* ‘It [the scroll] represents God’s eternal Plan, his decree which is all-
comprehensive. It symbolizes God’s purpose with respect to the entire
universe throughout history, and concerning all creatures in all ages and
unto all eternity.”

* “The book contains the will of God for the immediate future. In it is writ-
ten the terrors which lie ahead for the saints and the ungodly. Initis
written the hurt, fear, and pressure to be experienced by the children of
God. In it too, is the record of complete triumph. The triumph of the
Church over her vicious oppressor—Satan in Rome!™

' Hailey, p. 179.
2 Hendriksen, p. 108.
3 Jim McGuiggan, The Book of Revelation (Lubbock: International Biblical Resources, 1976), p. 89.
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* “The purpose of the scroll is seemingly to show how the current prob-
lems of the church fit in with the redemptive purpose of God and what
the outcome of that persecution will be. The book shows God’s judg-
ment on the world, but also his redemptive purposes.”™

* “The book contained the judgments of the living God as represented in
the seven seals of trumpets, and the seven vials of wrath. These judg-
ments are essential in order to bring the earth under the control of the
Lord of the universe.”

* “The book appears to hold the destiny of men faced by the visitations of
God’s just wrath upon their sins.”

“The Lion of the tribe of Judah” refers to the blessing Jacob gave to Judah,

his fourth son, shortly before his death (Gen. 49:8-10). “This long-expected

descendant of Judah, who would possess the strength of the lion, bear the
scepter of rule over the peoples, and speak peace or bring rest to men, had
now come.”” Christ as the “Root of David” fulfills God’s promise to David
that of his seed he will establish the “throne of his kingdom forever” (Il Sam.

7:12-13; cf. Isa. 11:1-2; Rom. 1:1-4)

Instead of a Lion, John sees a Lamb standing as though it had been slain,

Christ the Redeemer. A lion symbolizes strength and a lamb represents

goodness. Horns are symbolic of power, thus seven horns indicate com-

plete power (cf. Matt. 28:18; Eph. 1:22-23). The seven eyes which are the
seven Spirits of God symbolize perfect knowledge (cf. Col. 2:1-3). In chap-
ter four these seven Spirits are before the throne (4:5); here they are sent

out into all the earth revealing the truth (cf. John 14:26; 15:26-27; 16:13).

“Only Christ can open the book and carry forward God’s judgments on

wicked men. The destiny of men is in the nail-pierced hands of the Lamb

who was slain.”® “This was not something done while John watched, but
rather it had taken place at His ascension, when the Savior sat down on the
right hand of God and was given all authority in heaven and on earth (Matt.

28:18), ‘angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him

(I Peter 3:21f.).”°

In the vision the harps symbolize praise. The golden bowls of incense iden-

tified as the prayers of saints are connected to worship in the Old Testament

(cf. Ps. 141:2; Luke 1:8-10).

The vision closes with all creation singing praises and offering homage to

God and the triumphant Lamb (cf. Ps. 148).

* J. W. Roberts, The Revelation to John (The Apocalypse), (Austin: Sweet Publishing Co., 1974),p. 58.
® James Strauss, The Seer, The Saviour, The Saved, rev. ed. (Joplin: College Press, 1979), p. 99.

6 Ray Summers, Worthy is the Lamb (Nashville: Broadman Press, 1951), p. 134.

" Hailey, p. 176.

® Summers, p. 136.

® Hailey, p. 179.
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Chapter 6 — THE FIRST SIX SEALS

INTRODUCTION. The visions John sees in the first five chapters prepare for the
revelations to follow. Beginning with chapter six the Lamb commences opening the
seals of the scroll revealing God’s eternal plan. The contents of the scroll are dis-
closed in symbols. Persons, places, events and periods of time are all symbolic.
Remember, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” that was signified to John concerned
“things which must shortly take place” (1:1).

A. When the Lamb opened one of the seals, John heard one of the living creatures

saying with a voice like thunder . (Rev.6:1)

B. The first seal

1. John saw a white horse and the one who sat on it had a ,a

, and he went out . (Rev. 6:2)

2. The color white is generally associated with: (Rev. 1:14; 4:4; 19:11, 14;
20:11)

holiness
heavenliness
purity
righteousness

oo oo

3. A bow is a symbol of and . (Gen. 27:3;
| Chron. 5:18)

4. The crown, the stephanos, is the same victory crown promised to the faithful

in and worn by the . (Rev.
2:8,10; 4:4)

5. The rider and conqueror on the white horse may be identified as the one who
“‘overcame” and who “prevailed.” (Rev. 3:21; 5:5; 17:14; cf. John 16:33)

True False

6. Later John saw a rider on a white horse; his name is called

a name referring to . (Rev. 19:11-13; John 1:1, 14)
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C. The second seal

1.

When the seal was opened, a red horse came forth, and the one who sat on it

had power to take from the earth, that people should

one another; there was given to him a

(Rev. 6:3-4)

The color red is symbolic of: (Il Kings 3:21-23)
a. war

b. bloodshed

c. slaughter

The red horse represents religious . (Matt. 5:10-12;
10:16-39)

In the letters to the seven churches, what “outside” problem did the churches
face? (Rev. 2:8-10, 12-13; 3:7-9)

The sword, the machaira, is the word used by Jesus when he said, “Do not

think that | came to bring on earth. | did not come to bring

but a sword.” (Matt. 10:34)

D. The third seal

1.

The opened third seal revealed a black horse and a rider with
in his hand. (Rev. 6:5)

2 The color black represents: (Isa. 50:3; Jer. 4:27-28)

3.

a. grief
b. mourning
c. absence of light

A voice said, “A quart of for a denarius, and three quarts of

for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine,”
indicating famine. (Rev. 6:6; cf. Ezek. 4:16-17)
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E. The fourth seal

1.

b S

1.

1.

The pale horse was ridden by , and
followed with him. (Rev. 6:7-8)

Power was given to them over a fourth of the earth to kill: (Rev. 6:8; cf. Ezek.
5:16-17; 14:21)

a. with c. with

b. with d. by the

Match the four seals (four horses) with the correct description:

white judgments

red victorious Christ

black persecution of the saints
pale discrimination and suffering

. The fifth seal

Under the altar were the of those who had been slain for
the word of God. (Rev. 6:9)

They cried, “How long, O Lord...until You and
our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6:10)
A white was given to each of them, and they were told to

a little while longer until the number of their fellow servants
and brethren, who would be killed, was completed. (Rev. 6:11)

The sixth seal

When the seal was opened, there was a great and the
sun became and the moon became like

(Rev. 6:12)

The fell to the earth as the fig tree drops its late figs when
shaken by a mighty wind, the receded as a scroll when it is
rolled up, and every and was moved

out of its place. (Rev. 6:13-14)
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3. Who was affected by the sixth seal? (Rev. 6:15)

4. What did they say to the mountains and rocks? (Rev. 6:16-17)

I. This is a judgment in time against a nation or kingdom, not the final judgment, for
there will not be time to find a place to hide when the Lord comes again. Final
judgment is described as:

1.

2.

| Cor. 15:52

Il Peter 3:10

CONCLUSION. “As the seals were opened horsemen went forth on their missions;
from beneath an altar souls were heard to cry out for an avenging of the sacrifice

which they had made; in response to their cry came judgment.

6:1-2

6:3-4

6:5-6

»1

One of the living creatures issues a thunderous call and a rider on a white
horse appears. White denotes holiness, heavenliness, purity and right-
eousness. The rider on the white horse symbolizes a spiritual mission of
conquest. He carries a bow used for hunting and warfare. On his head is a
crown, the stephanos, a victory crown. From these symbols it seems ap-
parent