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Preface

In the first epistle to the church at Corinth, the apostle Paul strongly criticized them for being divided
and pleaded with them to be “perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
(1:10) To denominate is to divide. Thus when we see the religious world divided into many
denominations, we are viewing that which the apostle condemned.

Writing to the church in Ephesus, Paul encouraged them to be “endeavoring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace” (4:3) because, he continued, “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you
were called in one hope of your calling...” (v. 4). That body is the church that belongs to Jesus Christ
(Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18, 24). Though many hold to the belief that there are many churches
and you can choose the one which suits you, the New Testament tells us that such a view is not true. As
a matter of fact, it stands diametrically opposed to the intent and prayer of Jesus.

In John 17, while praying for His disciples, Jesus added, “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those
who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in
You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me” (vv. 20-21).

In an effort to help others see how they need to be a part of that one body, that one church being built by
Jesus Christ (Matthew 16:18), this study was prepared. It examines several of the major denominations
and religious groups in light of the Scriptures to see whether or not they fit within the guidelines given
in God’s holy word which define and delineate the Lord’s church.

Any group which claims to be the church of the Lord cannot put forth or stand upon any teaching,
dogma or creed that has its origin with man. Jesus, in speaking of the religious of his day, said of them,
“And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.” (Matthew 15:9)
Thus any religious group or organization which includes the “commandments of men” in their worship
and practice, no matter what they claim to the contrary, is laboring in vain.

We encourage all to go back to the Bible and base all their teachings and practices on its principles
alone. May this study help you sort through the religions of men and see how they are not churches after
the New Testament order and are thus practicing a false religion. May it cause you to seek out the
Lord’s church.

Gene Taylor
October 4, 1999
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Introduction

Denominationalism

1. Denominationalism is:
a. A synonym for division. It consists of several hundred discordant religious sects who have no
unity in name, organization, doctrine or practice.
b. A sectarian spirit or policy, the tendency to divide into sects.
2. Denominationalism is contrary to the will of God.
a. Many people pray thanking God that there are so many different denominations.

1) Jesus prayed that His disciples be one as He and the Father are one. (John 17:21)
2) When people thank God for denominationalism, they, in reality, are thanking Him for
division and confusion but He is not the author of confusion. (1 Cor. 14:33)

b. The apostle Paul commanded that people endeavor to “keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace.” (Eph. 4:3)

c. Division was soundly condemned among believers in the city of Corinth. (1 Cor. 1:10-13)

d. Division is the result of false teaching. (2 Pet. 2:1)

I. The Origins of Denominationalism
A. Shortly after the first century, unscriptural changes took place in church organization which
ultimately resulted in the Catholic Church.

1.

2.

This apostasy continued to grow farther and farther away from the New Testament
pattern for the church.

This extreme corruption became evident to men, even some of its own priests, who tried
to reform it.

B. Starting in the 1500’s, several efforts were made to remove the corruptions from Catholicism.

1.

2.
3.

Reformation movements were inaugurated by, among others, Martin Luther (1483-1546),
Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531), and John Calvin (1509-1564).

These movements resulted in Lutheran, Reformed and Calvinist crusades.

While Lutherans and Presbyterians, a merger of Reformed and Calvinist groups based in
Switzerland, spread their teachings and sought political power, more radical reformers,
who were generally labeled Anabaptists, attempted to reproduce the New Testament
church in strict detail. While many of the concepts of that restitution varied and were
sometimes bizarre, seed was sown which contributed to the rise of such bodies as
Mennonites, Independents, Baptists, Quakers and several varieties of Brethren.

During this time, King Henry VIII (1491-1547) broke with the Roman Catholic Church
resulting in a separate Church of England or Anglican Church.

In summary: The Protestant Reformation changed the religious landscape of the West
from one dominated by Catholicism to one dotted with nationally established churches in
competition with smaller parties.

C. Itsorigin in America.

1.
2.

3.

The major churches of Europe came to be represented in America.

Once in this country, many of these groups continued to divide internally over such
things as national origin, language, culture, etc.

The process of division has continued in America so that it is difficult to compute the
number of denominations.
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Il. Prominent Characteristics of Modern Denominations

A. A modern denomination is an organized form of religion that begins with some things taught or
practiced by Jesus and His apostles but changes those things by the application of human ideas.
Such changes are made in the name of progress, service, peace, love or some other “positive
sounding” term.

B. A denomination is an organization larger than the local church to which local churches belong
but smaller than the universal church for usually none claims to be the whole body of the saved.

1. The concept of a denominational church is foreign to the New Testament.

2. “When men speak of a particular denomination, say the Baptist Church, they do not
mean to imply that all the saved throughout the world are in the Baptist church. The word
‘church’ here is used by them to embrace /ess than is embraced by the church universal.
But everyone knows that the expression ‘Baptist Church’ is intended to embrace more
than a congregation. The denominational usage of the word ‘church’ embraces too little
to be the New Testament church universal, and foo much to be the New Testament
church local. But these are the only two New Testament usages, other than assembly.
Hence, the concept of a denominational church is foreign to the New Testament, and
therefore unscriptural.” (Cecil Willis, Denominationalism, p. 1)

C. Denominational boundaries are determined by such factors as a human designation or name which
is worn, a creed composed by men, some favorite doctrine emphasized to the exclusion of other
truths, close adherence to one or more human leaders, and institutional loyalty.

D. The most widely held view among denominations of all sorts is that it is not essential to
salvation for one to join any denomination at all so long as he in his own way respects, serves or
worships God.

1. This is the idea that one church is as good as another.

2. This view is based on the belief that God accepts and approves all denominations.

lll. Defenses of Denominationalism
A. The vine and the branches. (John 15)
1. Some believe this teaches authority for divisive religious organizations.
2. Jesus was talking about individuals (v. 6), not denominations.
3. The absurdity of this application of Jesus’ teaching is seen by asking whether or not one
has ever seen a single vine which bore hundreds of different kinds of fruit.
B. “The different churches are just different routes to heaven.”
1. Jesus is “the way” (John 14:6) not the founder of many ways.
2. Every way other than the way of Jesus is a way unto death. (Prov. 14:12)
3. If man could devise successful ways to heaven, then Jesus died for naught. (Gal. 2:21)
C. “All denominations teach some truth.”
1. This claim is readily admitted but “some truth” is not enough to save people.
a. Even Satan tells “some truth.”
b. Atheists teach “some truth.”
2. The Bible teaches that salvation requires “the whole counsel of God.” (Acts 20:27; Rom.
15:19)
3. The least corruption of the word of God by the teachings of men bring condemnation and
make one’s religion vain. (Gal. 1:6-9; Matt. 15:9)

A Study of Denominations Gene Taylor -4-



D. “There are good people in all churches.”

1.

If some good people justifies a denomination, then one has to accept atheism, Hinduism,
and Mohammedism because of “good” atheists, “good” Hindus, etc.

2. Mere human goodness without the blood of Christ cannot save.
3. Mere human goodness and sincerity is not enough to save. (Acts 10:1-2,22; 23:1; 16:9)
E. “One church is as good as another.”

1.

This is true when applied to denominations because one church started by man is as good
as any other church started by man.
But no church is as good as the church planned by God and being built by Jesus. (Eph.
3:8-11; Matt. 16:18)

a. The blood of Christ is in no other church but His. (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25)

b. Reconciliation to God is only in Christ’s church. (Eph. 2:16)

c. Salvation is only in the church belonging to Christ. (Acts 2:38-41,47)

d. Christ is the Savior of no other church but His. (Eph. 5:23)

IV. The Condemnation of Denominationalism
A. Tt is condemned by the word of God.

1.

All believers are to be one. (John 17:20-21)

2. Religious division is denounced. (1 Cor. 1:10-12)

3. All are to pursue the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Eph. 4:3)

4. Denominationalism exalts men, and the will of men, above God and His will. (2 Thes. 2:3-4)
B. It is condemned by its fruits. (Matt. 7:20) Denominationalism causes:

1.

Confusion. Many simply do not know where to turn in religion because of the chaos and
confusion it causes. (1 Cor. 14:33)

2. Destruction of the unity for which Jesus prayed. (John 17:20-21)
3. The condemnation of souls in hell. (Acts 4:12)
C. Itis condemned by those who have been part of it.

1.

Martin Luther. “I pray you to leave my name alone, and call not yourselves ‘Lutherans,’
but ‘Christians.” Who is Luther? My doctrine is not mine. I have not been crucified for
anyone. St. Paul would not permit that any should call themselves of Paul, nor of Peter
but of Christ. How, then, does it befit me, a miserable bag of dust and ashes, to give my
name to the children of Christ? Cease, my dear friends, to cling to these party names and
distinctions; away with them all; let us call ourselves only ‘Christians’ after him from
whom our doctrine comes.” (Life of Luther, p. 289)

Charles Spurgeon, noted Baptist preacher. “I look forward with pleasure to the day when
there will not be a Baptist living. [ hope they will soon be gone. I hope the ‘Baptist’ name
will soon perish, but let Christ’s name last forever.” (Spurgeon Memorial Library, Vol. 1,
p. 168)

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. “Would to God that all party names and
unscriptural phrases and forms which have divided the Christian world were forgot; that
we might all agree to sit down together as humble, loving disciples at the feet of the
common Master, to hear his word, to imbibe his Spirit, and to transcribe his life into our
own.” (Hardeman’s Tabernacle Sermons, Vol. V, p. 60)

A Study of Denominations Gene Taylor -5-



4. Albert Barnes, Presbyterian commentator. “The existence of sects, and denominations,
and contentions may be traced to the following causes: (1) The love of power, and they
who have control of the consciences of men and of their religious feelings and opinions
can control them altogether. (2) Showing more respect to religious teachers than to
Christ. (3) The multiplication of tests, and the enlarge-ment of creeds and confessions of
faith. The consequence is that every new doctrine that is incorporated into a creed gives
cause for those to separate who cannot accord with it. (4) The passions of men—their
pride, and ambition, and bigotry, and unenlightened zeal. Christ evidently meant that his
church should be one, and that all who were his true followers should be admitted to her
communion and acknowledged everywhere as his true friends. And the time may yet
come when this union shall be restored to his long-distracted church, and that while there
may be an honest difference of opinion maintained and allowed, still the bonds of
Christian love shall secure union of heart in all that love the Lord Jesus and union in
effort in the grand enterprise in which all can unite—that of making war upon sin and
securing the conversion of the whole world to God.”

Questions for Review and Discussion

1

. Give a basic definition of denominationalism.

How did the Catholic Church originate?

. What was the Reformation? What prompted it? What was the outcome of it?

How is a denomination larger than the local church but smaller than the universal church?
What is the most widely held view among denominations? Why is it an erroneous view?

Though often used as one, why is the figure of “the vine and the branches” in John 15 not really a
defense of denominationalism?

. What is wrong with the statement, “One church is as good as another?”

. How do the Biblical principles that all believers are to “be one” and pursue “the unity of the Spirit”
condemn denominationalism?

. How does denominationalism exalt men and the will of men above the will of God?

10. What are some “fruits” of denominationalism? How do they add to the condemnation of it?

A Study of Denominations Gene Taylor -6-



The Catholic Church

Introduction
1. The Roman Catholic Church is the most powerful religious organization in the Western World.
a. It claims a membership of over 600 million people.
b. The majority of those who claim to be “Christians,” as the world uses the term, are members
of the Catholic Church.
2. Because of her great power, she is able not only to wield tremendous pressure in advancing her
religious views in the political arena but also in holding sway over the millions who are under her
domination.

I. The Origin of the Roman Catholic Church

A. One can neither locate or identify a specific date as the birth or beginning of the Roman Catholic
Church nor specify some individual as its founder.

B. The Roman Catholic Church is the result of a general departure from the divine pattern of
organization, doctrine, worship and work given by Jesus Christ through the apostles which is
contained in the New Testament.

1. Beginning in the second century, a few years after the death of the last apostle, this
departure moved very slowly, but surely, gradually introducing human doctrines over a
long period of time.

2. The first departures were in church organization which ultimately led to the recognition
of a papacy as the head of the church.

3. This departure brought forth a church which bears little resemblance to the one built by
and belonging to Jesus.

C. The New Testament not only revealed that such a departure was possible but also prophesied
that it would take place.

1. The apostle Paul’s warning to the elders of the church at Ephesus. (Acts 20:29-30)

. The Thessalonians were told of the reality of this departure. (2 Thess. 2:3-5)

3. Timothy was told of some of the doctrines which would be taught by those who
advocated this departure. (1 Tim. 4:1-4)

4. In the second epistle to Timothy, Paul told him that the false teachings of those in this
departure would be that which people would desire to hear and follow. (2 Tim. 4:1-14)

D. The Roman Catholic Church is an apostate church which has some doctrines which are 18
centuries old and some not even a century old.

1. According to its teaching, there can be no Roman Catholic Church without a pope. “The
(Roman Catholic - GT) Church is the congregation of all baptized persons united in the
same true faith, the same sacrifice, and the same sacraments, under the Holy Father, the
Pope.” (4 Catechism of Christian Doctrine, p. 12)

a. The first man in history to actually exert power in anything like universal
domination was Gregory the Great (590-604) but he refused to be called
Ecumenical Bishop, or pope.

b. There was no pope until Boniface Il was elected universal bishop, or pope, in
606 A.D.
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2. Since, by their own teaching, there could be no Roman Catholic Church without a pope,
and since there was no pope prior to 606 A.D., it is obvious that the Roman Catholic
Church, by their own admission and history, is the product of apostasy and is not the
New Testament church.

Il. The Organization of the Roman Catholic Church

A.

o

The government of the Roman Catholic Church is an absolute hierarchy.
1. Hierarchy: “A ruling body of clergy organized into orders or ranks each subordinate to the
one above it.” (Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary, p. 982)
2. The pope stands at the top of the hierarchy.

. The pope is believed to be “Bishop of Rome, Vicar of Christ, and ‘the visible’ Head of the

Roman Catholic Church.”

1. His authority is supreme in all matters of faith and morals as head of the church.

2. He is elected by the College of Cardinals.
The College of Cardinals elects the pope, serves as his advisers, and holds authority over the
church between popes.

1. Most of the cardinals reside in Rome.

2. With them and the Roman Curia, the administrative arm of the church, the pope governs

world-wide Catholicism.

. Next, in descending order, are archbishops, bishops and priests.

1. An archbishop is the spiritual ruler of an archdiocese made up of several dioceses.

2. Bishops rule over dioceses as their territorial jurisdiction.

3. Under the bishops, the parish priests preside over the parishes. A parish is the

ecclesiastical unit of area committed to one pastor.

All members of the hierarchy are ordained priests.
In addition to the regular ranks of the Roman clergy in the hierarchy are other priests, monks,
deacons, subdeacons, and the whole army of “Orders of Congregations.” There are two types of
orders: monastic orders and the religious congregations of priests, and various brotherhoods and
sisterhoods, such as Jesuits, Franciscans, etc.

lll. The Basic Authority of the Roman Catholic Church
A. The Roman Catholic Church’s faith and doctrine is founded upon “that deposit of faith given to

it by Christ and through his apostles, sustained by the Bible and by tradition.” (4 Catechism of
Christian Doctrine, p. 44)

1. While they make use of certain passages in the Bible in an effort to justify their peculiar

doctrines, they make no claim to follow the teaching of the Word of God.

2. In addition to the Bible they have added what they call “Divine Tradition.”
Catholicism states, “Not all truths revealed for us by God are found in the Bible; some are found
only in Divine Tradition. By Divine Tradition is meant the revealed truths taught by Christ and
His apostles, which were given to the Church only by word of mouth and not
through the Bible, though they were put in writing, principally by the Fathers of the Church.
Divine Tradition must be believed as firmly as the Bible because it also contains the word of
God.” (Ibid)
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C. The doctrine of Papal Infallibility recognizes the Bishop of Rome as being incapable of being in
error when he defines any matter of faith and morals for the entire Church as a consequence of
his “occupying the chair of Peter.”

1. Catholic doctrine teaches that when the pope speaks Ex Cathedra that his message is
binding as the word of God since he is viewed as the Vicar of Christ.

2. [If this doctrine is accepted, then any new doctrine or practice, any innovation, must be
accepted by the membership.

D. The Bible teaches that the New Testament is the complete and final revelation of God’s will for
all time to come. (2 Tim. 3:16-17)

1. We are forbidden to go beyond the revealed will of Christ. (2 John 9,10)

2. One is not to teach anything other than the gospel revealed by the apostles in the New
Testament. To do so is to be accursed. (Gal. 1:6-9)

3. That which Catholics call “Divine Tradition” is nothing more than the doctrines and
commandments of men which Jesus said makes religion vain. (Matt. 15:8-9)

IV. The Primary Beliefs and Doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church
A. Some identifying characteristics of the Catholic Church.

1. An allegedly infallible Pope in Rome - one bishop over the entire church. The New
Testament had a plurality of bishops or elders in every congregation. (Acts 20:17, 28;
14:23; Phil. 1:1)

2. Unmarried priests and bishops.

a. This teaching has varied through the centuries.

b. “In the Western church marriage is prohibited to all clergy of the rank of
subdeacon and upwards.” (4 Catholic Dictionary, Donald Attwater, ed.)

c. The apostle Peter was married. (Matt. 8:14; Mark 1:30; Luke 4:38) Philip the
evangelist was married. (Acts 21:8-9).

3. “Mass.”

a. The mass is a service in which the literal body of Christ is sacrificed over and
over again, day after day.
b. The New Testament teaches Christ was offered once. (Heb. 9:28)
4. College of Cardinals.
a. As it is now known, it was formed in 1059.
b. There is no reference whatsoever in the New Testament to Cardinals or
Archbishops as used by the Catholic Church.

5. Auricular Confession - the practice of confessing to a “Priest” and being interrogated by
the “Priest” concerning one’s sins.

a. The New Testament teaches that Christians are to confess their faults to one another
and to forgive each other. (Jas. 5:16; 1 John 1:9; Acts 19:18-19)

b. None of the above Scriptures authorize a secret question and answer session with
a priest.

c. Closely linked to this is the doctrine of penance.

1) “A sacrament of the New Law instituted by Christ in which by which
absolution of a priest, acting as judge, sins committed after baptism are
forgiven to a person who confesses them with sorrow and a purpose of
amendment.” (Ibid)

2) In the New Testament, no man stands between the sinner and Christ.
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6. Veneration of Images and Relics.

a. The Second Council of Nicea, 787 A.D., introduced this doctrine.

b. “The images especially of Christ, of the Virgin Mother of God, and of other
saints, are to be had and kept in churches and due honour and reverence paid to
them.” (Ibid)

c. The New Testament teaches that Christians are not to revere, worship, or venerate
idols, etc. (1 John 5:21; Acts 17:29)

7. Invocation of the Saints.

a. Praying to dead saints was never practiced or authorized by the New Testament.

b. That living saints were asked to pray for the /iving is readily admitted. (Acts 8:22-
24; Jas. 5:16)

8. The doctrine of purgatory.

a. This is a doctrine which offers a “second chance” after death, a “purgatory”or
“cleansing”after death.

b. “The place and state in which souls suffer for a while and are purged after death,
before they go to Heaven, on account of their sins.” (Ibid)

c. Ifthis doctrine has any basis, then Luke 16, the account of the rich man and
Lazarus, must be rejected.

9. Erroneous doctrines on baptism. (All quotes are from A Catholic Dictionary)

a. “In the Western church, baptism may only be lawfully conferred by infusion, and
there should be three distinct pourings.”

b. “Baptism of children of non-Catholics may be lawfully performed, even if the
parents object, provided the child is in danger of death...”

c. “Baptism may be administered in the womb...”

d. “An aborted foetus must also be baptized.”

10. Extreme unction. “A sacrament of the New Law in which, by anointing with oil and the
prayers of the priest health of soul and (sometimes) of body is conferred on a baptized
person who is in danger of death through sickness. The oil must be specially blessed and
the prayers of the priest must have a particular form.” (Ibid)

11. Instrumental music. “Liturgical music is essentially vocal and its decadence was greatly
hastened by the introduction of orchestral instruments. In the Western church today the
organ is permitted except at Office and Mass of the Dead and on ferias of Advent and
Lent; on special occasions other instruments are allowed by particular leave of the
bishop.” (Ibid)

B. An historical perspective of major Catholic doctrines.

1. Holy water, 120 A.D.

Penance, ca. 157 A.D.

The Latin Mass, 394 A.D.

The worship of Mary, the 4th century.
Extreme unction, 588 A.D.

Purgatory, 593 A.D.

The Universal Bishop, or Pope, 606 A.D.
Instrumental music, ca. 666 A.D.

9. Transubstantiation, 1000 A.D.

10. Celibacy, 1015 A.D.

11. Indulgences, 1192 A.D.

e Al
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12. Auricular confession, 1215 A.D.

13. Sprinkling for baptism, 1311 A.D.

14. Infallibility of the pope, July 18, 1870 A.D.

15. Jurisdiction over civil authorities, 728-1870 A.D.

Conclusion
1. The Roman Catholic Church began, not in the first century, but in the apostasy that followed the

first century.

2. Its organizational structure is completely foreign to what we see in the New Testament as to the

organization of the church.

It does not even claim to follow the New Testament as its sole authority in religion.

4. The Roman Catholic Church cannot be the church Christ established on the Pentecost recorded in
Acts 2.

(98]

Questions for Review and Discussion
1. Why is it difficult to determine a specific date for the origin of the Catholic Church?

2. In what area of New Testament teaching were the first departures which ultimately led to the
Catholic Church?

3. What is a hierarchy? Describe the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church.

4. What does the Roman Catholic Church claim as its basic authority?

5. What is “Divine Tradition” as used by the Roman Catholic Church? How does the Bible condemn it?
6. What is the Roman Catholic doctrine of “Papal Infallibility?” How does it oppose Scripture?

7. What is the Catholic “Mass?” How is its basic idea contrary to the teachings of God’s word?

8. What are the Catholic doctrines of “Auricular Confession” and “Penance?” How are they
condemned by the Bible?

9. What is the doctrine of “Purgatory?” How does the Bible expose it as being erroneous?

10. How, by its own teachings, does the Roman Catholic Church admit to being a product of
apostasy and not the New Testament Church?
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The Lutheran Church

Introduction

1.

The Lutheran Church was the first of the many Protestant churches formed out of the protest against
Catholicism during the Reformation Movement.
The Lutheran Church dates from All Saints Day, October 31, 1517 when Martin Luther nailed his 95
theses on the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, Germany, protesting the sale of indulgences by the
Roman Catholic Church under Tetzel in Germany.

a. Luther’s desire was not to start another church but rather to suppress a great evil.

b. His actions, however, struck a blow at the papacy which led to the Reformation and the

origin of the Lutheran Church.

“Today there are almost a score of Lutheran denominations, but all of them wear the name
‘Lutheran,” and look to Martin Luther as the founder of the Lutheran Church.” (Bill Crews, Church
Origins, p. 16)

I. Martin Luther and The Origin of the Lutheran Church

A. Martin Luther (1483-1546) was the first great reformer.
B. He was born in Eisliben, Germany in 1483.
1. He had begun to prepare for a career in law but shocked by the combined experience of a
friend’s death and a fearful storm, he entered a monastery at the age of 22.
2. He was ordained as a priest, an Augustinian friar, only two years later in 1507.
3. He became a lecturer at Wittenburg University and in 1512 was made a doctor of
theology.
C. During the winter of 1512-13, his study prompted him to begin to see some errors in the Catholic
Church.
D. On October 13, 1517, he nailed his famous 95 theses to the door of the church building in
Wittenburg, Germany, proclaiming the errors of Catholicism.
1. His three greatest objections were the selling of indulgences, the authority of the Pope
and the doctrine of transubstantiation.
2. In his theses, he named these objections and asked for a debate with some one who
would defend them.
3. In 1519 he had a debate with Dr. John Eck in Leipzig which resulted in a declaration of
his stand against some doctrines of Catholicism.
E. After much criticism and church trials, he was excommunicated from the Church.
1. He continued to preach against the errors he had found.
2. The Lutheran Church thus had its beginning even though Luther asked his followers not
to call themselves after him but rather after Christ.
F. His greatest error was his teaching that justification was by “faith only” teaching that people are
saved at the point of faith without further acts of obedience.
1. He overreacted to the Catholic position of justication by works.
2. Because James contradicted his teaching of “faith only,” Luther rejected the book of James
as being part of the New Testament and labeled it a “right strawy epistle.”
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Il. The Lutheran Church and Creeds
A. The Lutheran Church claims to use the Bible as their only standard of authority.

1.

“The Lutheran Church is a Bible church. She receives the Word of God, the Holy
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, as the only source and standard of doctrine,
the sole authority in matters of faith and life.” (Our Church and Others, St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House. 7" printing, 1969, p. 24)

Such is typical of denominational creeds which make such a claim and then immediately
repudiate it by stating doctrines which are admittedly not found in the Bible.

B. “Our Lutheran Church has nine creeds and confessions in which we state what we believe.
“The Ecumenical (or Universal) Creeds are:

“l. The Apostles’ Creed.
“2. The Nicene Creed.
“3. The Athanasian Creed.

“The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church are:

“1. The Augsburg Confession.

“2. The Apology of the Augsburg Confession.
“3. The Smalcald Articles.

“4. The Small Catechism of Luther.

“5. The Large Catechism of Luther.

“6. The Formula of Concord.

“These six Confessions and the Ecumenical Creeds form the Book of Concord, first published
in 1580.” (Luther’s Small Catechism, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1943, p. 210)
C. The Lutheran Church requires loyalty to its creeds and confessions by its members.

1.

“If someone asks a Lutheran: ‘What does the Lutheran Church teach?’ or: “What do you
as a Lutheran believe?’ he can direct the inquirer to the Lutheran confessions.” (Our
Church and Others, p. 25)

“The Lutheran confessions may also be regarded as a standard around which Lutherans
can rally in their common defense of the doctrines of the Scriptures against error, or they
may be regarded as a flag to which the teachers of the church pledge loyalty.” (Ibid)
“The cementing force in American Lutheranism must be sought in a loyalty to the
Lutheran confessions.” (Our Church and Others., p. 37)

“The Evangelical Lutheran Church is the total of all who unreservedly accept all
canonical books of the Old and New Testaments as God’s revealed Word and who
confess agreement with the teaching again brought to light through Luther’s reformation
and represented concisely in writing to Emperor and Empire at Augsburg in 1530 and
repeated and expanded in the other so-called Lutheran symbols.” (Our Church and
Others, p. 25)

“The Lutheran Church observes and maintains certain time-honored customs and
practices, some of which are derived from Scriptural command or precedent, while
others are merely of human ecclesiastical origin.” (Our Church and Others, p. 37)

“We who are Lutherans prize our Catechism as one of the crown jewels of our church. It
is a summary of heavenly truth presented in a most desirable manner.” (Lutheran
Catechism, Revised 1967, pp. 56-60)

A Study of Denominations Gene Taylor -13-



lll. Some Doctrines, Teachings and Views of the Lutheran Church

A. “The Lutheran Church observes and maintains certain time-honored customs and practices,
some of which are derived from Scriptural command or precedent, while others are merely of
human ecclesiastical origin. Some of these are: sponsor at Baptism; the use of the wafer in Holy
Communion; close Communion and announcement for communion; confession and absolution;
parochial schools; catechetical instruction; confirmation; ordination; clerical vestments; altar
and pulpit; the sign of the cross; set forms of prayers; the observance of the church year; and the
like.” (Our Church and Others, p. 37)

B. “Justification by faith alone in Jesus Christ is held to be the central doctrine of the word of
God.” (Government Report of Denominations, Vol. 2, p. 853)

1. “This faith in Christ is neither wholly nor in the least part the work of man but the work
of God’s grace and almighty power alone...Faith alone justifies the sinner...” (Our
Church and Others, pp. 33-34)

2. Scriptural refutations of this doctrine.

a. Faith without works is dead. (Jas. 2:17-24, 26)
b. Faith only saves when it works through love. (Gal. 5:6)
c. Faith plus baptism equals salvation. (Mark 16:16)

C. “Christ does not specify the mode of baptism. It may be performed in any one of three ways;
namely, by sprinkling, pouring or immersion. One mode is just as valid as another.” (Luther’s
Catechism, p. 147)

1. The Greek word “baptizo,” translated “baptize” in the English Bibles means “to dip, to
plunge, to immerse.”

2. Scriptural baptism is a burial in water. (Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:12)

D. “Christ has commanded that little children should be brought to him and we obey this command
by baptizing them and teaching them.” (Luther’s Catechism, p. 146)

1. Infant baptism is unknown to the New Testament.

2. Inthe NT, only believers were baptized. (Acts 2:38; 8:36-37)

E. “They (children) have inherited a sinful heart, and the germs of sin in them will soon grow.”
(Lutheran Catechism, p. 146)

1. The Bible teaches that sin is not inherited. (Ezek. 18:20)

2. Children are innocent and without sin. (Matt. 18:2-3)

F. Errors on the Lord’s Supper.

1. “What is the sacrament of the Altar? Answer: It is the true body and blood of Jesus
Christ, under the bread and wine, given unto us Christians to eat and drink as it was
instituted by Christ Himself.” (Lutheran Catechism, p. 19)

2. “Sacrament through which forgiveness of sins is promised.” (Lutheran Catechism, p.
159)

G. “The Ten Commandments are for us and all God’s creatures.” (Lutheran Catechism, pp. 41-42)

1. There was a change of law from the old to the new. (Heb. 7:12)

2. Jesus “nailed” the Old Law to the cross. (Col. 2:14)

H. “...circumcision, which is a type of baptism.” (Lutheran Catechism, p. 146)

1. Baptism is never compared to circumcision in the Bible.

2. Circumcision of the flesh was a shadow of circumcision of the heart. (Heb. 10:1; Rom.
2:29)
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Questions for Review and Discussion

1. What was the Reformation?

2. What were Martin Luther’s greatest objections to the Catholic Church?

3. What does the Lutheran Church claim as its only source of authority? Is this a truthful claim? Explain.
4. How many creeds and confessions does the Lutheran Church include as doctrine?

5. According to its own teachings, what are the sources of the “customs and practices” of the Lutheran
Church?

6. What are some of the Scriptural refutations of the Lutheran doctrine of “salvation by faith only?”
7. What are the errors of the Lutheran Church in regards to the Lord’s Supper?

8. What erroneous views on baptism does the Lutheran Church have?

9. Why is it wrong for the Lutheran Church to observe the Ten Commandments?

10. Of what does the Lutheran Church believe that circumcision is a type? Why is this an incorrect view?
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The Presbyterian Church

Introduction
1. There are nine Presbyterian denominations in the United States, three of which are major
denominations.
a. The United Presbyterian Church is by far the largest one of these in America.
b. The Presbyterian Church in the United States (the Southern Presbyterian Church) is about
one-third the size of the United Presbyterian Church.

c. The Cumberland Presbyterian Church is the smallest of the three.

2. Modern Presbyterianism is far different from what it was in its beginnings.

I. The Origin and History of the Presbyterian Church
A. Presbyterianism grew out of the teachings of John Calvin (1509-1564).
1. Though Calvin never founded a distinct denomination, he preached and put into practice
the principles which underlie all Presbyterian Churches.
a. Actually the principles of Calvin’s teachings have been embraced by many
Protestant groups.
b. In addition to the Presbyterians, his teachings influenced the Hugenots of France,
the Puritans of England, the Covenanters of Scotland and the Dutch Reformed
Church of Holland.
2. Born in Noyon France, he became well-educated and, while a young man, sided with the
Protestant Movement within the Catholic Church.
3. Due to his opposition to Catholicism, he was forced to flee France so he took refuge in
Geneva, Switzerland.
a. It was in Geneva that he developed his doctrine which has since been
appropriately dubbed “Calvinism.” Its five tenets, based upon the sover-eignty of
God, include:

1) Total hereditary depravity. This teaches that as a result of Adam’s sin, all
of his descendants are born totally depraved, “opposite to all good, and
wholly inclined to all evil,” unable to do anything toward being saved.

2) Unconditional election. This states that God, before the creation,
unconditionally elected or predestined certain individuals to be saved.

3) Limited atonement. This says that since only the elected ones could be saved,
then Jesus died only for those who were to be saved—the elect.

4) TIrresistible grace. This states that when God in His own due time acted
upon a sinner who was among the unconditionally elected, the sinner
could not resist God’s grace. He would be saved no matter what.

5) Perseverance of the saints. This teaches that none of the elect, having
received the grace of God, could fall away and be lost.

b. It was also in Geneva where he established a social-religious system which some
called “the Protestant Church State” which formed the basis of Presbyterianism.

c. “Presbyterianism was...the purest form of Calvinism; although Calvinism has
affected the doctrines of all the ‘reformed’ churches, the Baptist churches, the
Holiness churches, and others.” (Paul K. Williams, “The Presbyterian Church,”
Denominationalism, p. 6)
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B. Though Presbyterianism grew out of the teachings of Calvin, John Knox (1505-1572) can
rightfully be called the founder of Presbyterianism.

1. Bomn in Haddington, Scotland and educated at the University of Glasgow, he became a
Roman Catholic priest, but he was then attracted to the preachings of Scottish Protestant
reformer George Wishart.

2. Knox fled England in 1533 because of the religious persecution which followed the
coronation of Mary, daughter of Henry VIII and went to Geneva where he studied under
Calvin.

3. He returned to Scotland in 1559 where he spent the rest of his life establishing
Calvinistic theology in Scotland.

C. The first general assembly of the Presbyterian Church was held in Scotland in 1560. The “Scotch
Confession of Faith” and the “First Book of Discipline” came from it.

D. In 1592 Parliament established Presbyterianism as the Church of Scotland.

E. The Westminster Association met in session from July 1, 1643 to February 22, 1649. It framed
the Westminster Confession of Faith which became the doctrinal foundation of English and
American Presbyterianism, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms.

F. The “Father of American Presbyterianism” was Francis Makemie who organized the Rehoboth
Church in Maryland in 1684.

Il. The Organization of the Presbyterian Church
A. The Presbyterian Church receives its name from its form of government.

1. The church is made up of congregations, Presbyteries, Synods and the General Assembly.
Delegates to the General Assembly are sent by the Synod.

2. Although each congregation enjoys considerable freedom in dealing with her own affairs,
the congregations are organized so that the General Assembly possesses great influence,
as well as judicial power, over the congregations.

B. There are three offices in each congregation.

1. Pastor. He is considered the representative of Christ.

2. Ruling Elder. He represents the people of the congregation.

3. Deacon. He is the administrator of temporal affairs.

C. The Presbyteries are made up of a certain number of churches.

1. Each church in the Presbytery has its regularly installed pastor, or pastors, as well as an
equal number of presiding elders on the “board,” which is the presbytery.

2. These presbyteries rule in the denomination even deciding to reject or accept rulings of
the General Assembly.

lll. The Modern Presbyterian Church
A. In the past, gospel preachers battled Presbyterianism on doctrinal grounds, such things as
predestination, infant baptism, etc., but to concentrate on these issues today is to fight a “dead
man” for Presbyterians are not concerned about them any more.
B. The heart and soul of Presbyterianism today is modernism.
1. Modernists look upon the Bible as the product of man, not God.
a. They believe that it represents man’s efforts to find God.
b. They say it is “inspired” in the same way that the work of Shakespeare is
“inspired,” i.e., representative of genius or great ability.
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2. Although the Westminster Confession of Faith is still nominally the creed of

3.

Presbyterianism, the truth is that the Presbyterian Church left it long ago.

a. Noted theologian Harry Emerson Fosdick was forced to leave the Presbyterian
Church three generations ago because of his modernistic views (e.g., He affirmed,
among other things, that it was not important whether Jesus was raised from the
dead or not), but now he would fit right in.

b. The Westminster Confession of Faith states, “The authority of the Holy Scripture,
for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon the testimony
of any man or church, but wholly upon God, (who is truth itself), the author
thereof; and therefore it is to be received because it is the word of God” (Chapter
I). The modern Presbyterian Church no longer believes this statement to be true.

The Confession 0f 1967, accepted by the 178th General Assembly of the United Presbyterian
Church, states more accurately the belief of Presbyterians today in relation to the Bible:
“The Bible is to be interpreted in the light of its witness to God’s work of reconciliation in
Christ. The Scriptures, given under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are nevertheless the
words of men, conditioned by the language, thought forms, and literary fashions of the
places and times at which they were written. They reflect views of life, history, and the
cosmos which were then current.”

Today the vast majority of Presbyterian preachers do not believe that the Bible is verbally
inspired and that it is the word of God.

C. A representative view of modern Presbyterianism can be seen in a booklet published by the
Presbyterian Church entitled The Fascinating Doctrine of Predestination.

1.

Subtitled “Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Predestination (And a wee bit
more!),” it was written by Dick McEuen and distributed by the First Presbyterian Church
of Jasper, Florida.

Its perspective on Scripture is nothing but modernism.

“The blessed thing about Christian Doctrine is that there are no right or wrong answers.
There is no winning an argument or losing an argument. It is not a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ situation.
It is how people throughout history have looked at the world about them and their
relationship to God...

“So any study begins with a realization that there is no absolute proof of any doctrine.
Scripture seems to substantiate both sides of any arguments. Shakespeare was right when
he had Antonio declare ‘The devil can cite scripture for his purposes’ [Merchant of
Venice 1,3]. (The Fascinating Doctrine of Predestination)

IV. Some Classic Beliefs and Doctrines of the Presbyterian Church
A. Predestination.

1.

“God has predestinated and foreordained some men and angels out of His free grace and
love without any foresight of faith or works in man or perseverance in either of them, and
others are foreordained to everlasting death and the number of either is so certain and
definite that it cannot be increased or diminished.” (Westminster Confession of Faith)

If this doctrine is true, it destroys man’s free moral agency and his ability to choose. But
the Bible recognizes these traits. (Rev. 22:17; Mark 16:16; etc.)
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B. Salvation by faith only.
1. Like other denominations which are influenced by Calvinism, Presbyterianism embraces
this doctrine.
2. Itis opposed to clear Biblical teaching. (Jas. 2:14,17,19,24; Heb. 5:8-9; etc.)
C. The Apostles’ Creed.
1. Presbyterians require a confession of the “Apostles’ Creed.”
2. There is no record of any such “creed” in the word of God.
3. The creed of Christianity is Jesus Christ. We are to confess our faith in Him. (Matt.
16:16; Acts 8:36-39; Rom. 10:10)
D. Errors on baptism.
1. Presbyterians believe that sprinkling, pouring or immersion are all proper modes of baptism.
a. The Westminster Assembly voted to retain sprinkling and to drop dipping or
immersion by a vote of 25 to 24. (History of Religions, Vol. 6, pp. 68-75)
b. The New Testament only recognizes immersion. (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3-4; Col.
2:12; Eph. 4:5)
2. Presbyterians practice infant baptism.
a. Inthe New Testament, only believers were baptized. (Mark 16:16; Acts 8:36-38;
etc.)
b. Can infants be “believers?” Of course not.
E. Errors on their name.
1. The name “Presbyterian” is not authorized by Scripture as a proper designation of God’s
people.
2. To be scriptural in name, the names found in the word of God must be used and used in
the same way they are used in Scripture.
a. Though the term presbyter is in the original Greek text. It referred to those who
would oversee the local congregation.
b. The Bible does not authorize anyone to name the church after a form of
government.
F. Modernistic views of the word of God (See III, B. and C. above).

Questions for Review and Discussion
1. What role did John Calvin have in the founding of the Presbyterian Church?

2. Briefly describe the basic teachings of John Calvin.
3. Why can John Knox be rightly called the founder of Presbyterianism?
4. What is the Westminster Confession of Faith? What relation does it have to the Presbyterian Church?

5. How was the name “Presbyterian” derived for this particular denomination?
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6. Briefly describe the organization of the Presbyterian Church.
7. How does the modern Presbyterian Church differ from traditional Presbyterianism?

8. What is modernism? What are some of its teachings and views? How has it impacted the Presbyterian
Church?

9. What is the “Apostles’ Creed?” What is its relation to the Presbyterian Church?

10. Why is the name “Presbyterian Church” unscriptural?
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The Episcopal Church

Introduction
1. The Protestant Episcopal Church in America is known in other countries as the Church of England
or the Anglican Church.
2. This denomination originated in England during the first half of the 16th century.
3. It was, and still remains, very similar in teaching and practice to the Roman Catholic Church.

I. The Origin of the Episcopal Church
A. The historical background of its origin.
1. Inthe year 1501, a Spanish princess, Catherine of Aragon, married Arthur, Prince of Wales.

d. This union was arranged by the Pope (Pope Julius II) to strengthen an alliance
between Spain and England.

e. Arthur died four months after the wedding so Spain insisted that the widow marry
Henry, her husband’s successor as Prince of Wales.

1) Henry (1491-1547) was Arthur’s brother and, according to Catholic
doctrine, a union of this kind was sinful.

2) Pope Julius II, nevertheless, granted his permission and the marriage took
place.

2. Henry ascended to the throne of England in 1509 as King Henry VIII ruling from 1509 to
1547.
a. At first his reign was harmonious with the Catholic Church.

1) He strongly opposed the doctrines of Luther at this time.

2) So strong was his opposition to Lutheranism that the Pope, being pleased
with his work, bestowed on him the title “Defender of the Faith.”

b. Circumstances arose which caused him to rebel against the Catholic Church.

3. As years passed, Henry became preoccupied with the fact that no son had been born to
Catherine thus no male heir to the throne.

a. He believed that God was punishing him for his sin of being in an immoral
relationship, according to Catholic doctrine, by withholding a male heir.

b. In 1527 he requested the Pope, Clement VII, to annul his marriage and allow him
to marry Ann Boleyn.

c. The Pope refused to grant him the annulment because Clement VII thought too
much of the power of Charles V, King of Spain and uncle of Catherine.

4. Henry took his case to the English people and government.

a. In 1532 he obtained recognition from the clergy of his place as supreme head of the
Church of England.

b. He convinced Parliament in 1533 to enact a law which declared that the King of
England was “their single protector and only supreme Lord, as far as that is
permitted by the law of Christ, the supreme head of the church and of the clergy”
and then secretly married Ann Boleyn.

c. He was excommunicated by the Roman Catholic Church in 1534.
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B. Parliament, in the Act of Supremacy in 1534, officially began the Church of England and made the
King head of the Anglican church.
1. Henry severed the relationship with the Catholic Church in Rome and the Pope.
2. During the reign of Edward VI, son of Henry VIII, the Common Prayer Book and the Forty-
Two Articles of Religion were adopted as the creed of the Church of England.

Il. The Episcopal Church in America
A. The Protestant Episcopal Church is the name of “The Self-Governing Branch” of the Anglican
Church in America.
1. For the first century and a half of its existence in America it was known as the Church of
England and was considered part of the Anglican Church, the state religion of England.
2. Asaresult of the American Revolution, it became self-governing.

In 1783 the name “Protestant Episcopal Church” was adopted.

4. In 1789 a constitution was adopted in Philadelphia and the “Book of Common Prayer” of
the Anglican Church was revised for use in America.

B. “The Protestant Episcopal Church in America, known in other countries as the Church of
England, or the Anglican Church, adopted this name at a conference of Episcopal Churches in
1783. The name ‘Protestant’” was included to distinguish her from the Roman Catholic Church;
the name ‘Episcopal’ to distinguish her from the Presbyterians and Congregationalists.”
(Handbook of Denominations in the United States, p. 185)

(98]

lll. The Nature of the Episcopal Church and Its Teachings
A. In spite of breaking away from Roman Catholicism, much of the organization and many of the
teachings of the Anglican Church, and in turn the Episcopal Church, are very similar, if not
identical, to the Roman Catholic Church.
1. A clergy-laity distinction.

a. The New Testament knows of no distinction.

b. The word of God says that all members of the church comprise a “holy
priesthood” whose duty is to offer spiritual sacrifices. (1 Pet. 2:5,9)

2. Baptism administered by affusion (pouring).

a. The Scriptural mode of baptism is a burial in water. (Acts 8:39; Col. 2:12)

b. The Greek word baptizo, which has been transliterated into “baptize,” literally
means to dip, immerse or plunge thus carrying with it the idea of being
completely immersed in water.

3. Transubstantiation.

a. This doctrine teaches that the unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine literally
become the body and blood of Christ in the observance of the Lord’s Supper after
thanks is given for it.

b. If this doctrine is true:

1) Jesus did not know it for He still called the cup “the fruit of the vine.”
(Matt. 26:29; Mark 14:25)

2) Paul did not recognize it for he said the substance that was eaten during
the Supper was “bread.” (1 Cor. 11:26, 27)
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4. The confirmation of children.

a. This practice was necessitated by two points of error which this denomination
teaches: (1) original sin which necessitated (2) infant baptism.

1) To assure proper indoctrination of children after their baptism, sponsors
were appointed to see that each child received proper instruction in the
catechism.

2) When the child was old enough, having received enough instruction to
establish his own faith, he was then confirmed.

b. The New Testament does not authorize the baptism of infants.

1) The one to be baptized must first “believe” (Mark 16:16) and then
“repent” (Acts 2:38).

2) The New Testament presents infants as innocent ones who did not need to
have sins washed away. (Matt. 18:2-3; Ezek. 18:4)

B. The Episcopal Church does differ in some doctrines from the Catholic Church. The most
noteworthy is in the doctrine of salvation.

1. The Catholic Church teaches a system of salvation through meritorious works.

2. The Episcopal Church teaches “salvation by faith only.”

a. “...that we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full
of comfort.” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 605)
b. The New Testament teaches justification by faith (Rom. 5:1) but not by “faith
only.” (Jas. 2:24)
C. For the most part, Episcopal priests, thus the Episcopal Church itself, are very liberal in their
theology.

1. Ex-Episcopal Bishop of San Francisco, James A. Pike (deceased), called both the
Biblical account of the Garden of Eden and that of the virgin birth of Jesus “myths,”
saying of the account of the Garden of Eden, “Yet I do not know a single member of the
Anglican Communion—-Bishop, Presbyter, Deacon or Layman—who believes this story
literally.” (Bill Crews, Church Origins, p. 4)

2. In commenting on his book, A Church Without God, published in 1967 in which he
denies the divinity of Christ, the inspiration of the Bible and many other fundamentals,
Ernest Harrison, an Anglican clergyman from Toronto, Canada, said, “Life has shown us
that nobody has the final answers for all time, that we learn from experience and from
each other.” (AP News Release, May, 6, 1967)

3. John Shelby Spong is the Episcopal Bishop of Newark, New Jersey.

a. He gained prominence by presenting his liberal view of the Bible while appearing
with Jerry Falwell on the “Good Morning America” television program in 1989.
b. He has since authored a book entitled Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism.

1) Ofit, he said, “I hold the Bible before my readers seeking boldly to free it
from the clutches of mindless literalism.” (Jacket notes)

2) On the jacket notes, the publisher said of this book, “In this provocative
best-seller, the outspoken and controversial bishop John Shelby Spong
reveals how literal interpretations of Scripture have been used to justify
slavery, ban textbooks, deny the rights of gays and lesbians, subordinate
women and justify war and revenge.”
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c. In his preface to a book on the letters of the apostle Paul, he wrote, “So to read
Paul accurately one must read him as he was, a limited citizen of his century
whose life was marked by moments of great spiritual power and by moments of
an embarrassingly petty humanity. Paul accepted uncritically, for example, the
patriarchal value system of his day that regarded men as created in God’s image
and women as a lesser creation who should be subject to their husbands (Col.
3:18). He also asserted that is was ‘shameful’ if women spoke in church (1 Cor.
14:35). As a child of his time he accepted slavery (Philem., Col. 3:22fY).
Furthermore, he appears to have accepted the Levitical definition of
homosexuality found in the holiness code (Lev. 18:20) as evil and worthy of
judgment (Rom. 1:18-32). Each of these attitudes was present inside the
prevailing definitions of Paul’s day, and each was part of the pattern of cultural
assumptions out of which Paul operated. Those who read Paul today need to
appreciate these realities and seek to understand Paul’s genius in terms of the
limits of his day and world. No one can finally transcend the time in which he or
she lives.” (The Letters of Paul, pp. x, xi)

Questions for Review and Discussion

1.

How did King Henry VIII get the title “Defender of the Faith?”

. Why did King Henry VIII become unhappy with the Roman Catholic Church?

What was the Act of Supremacy?

How does the Episcopal Church differ from the Church of England or Anglican Church?

. What are some of the doctrines that both the Roman Catholic Church and the Episcopal Church

have in common?

. How does the New Testament condemn the distinction between a clergy and laity?

How does the New Testament condemn the doctrine of confirmation of children?

. How do the teachings of the Episcopal Church differ from those of the Roman Catholic Church on

the doctrine of salvation?

. What does the New Testament teach about the doctrine of salvation by “faith only?”

10. What does it mean to be “liberal” in theology?
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The Methodist Church

Introduction

1.

2.
3.

Although John Wesley lived and died in the Episcopal Church, he founded a large and popular
denomination—the Methodist Church.

There are some twenty Methodist denominations in the United States today.

The Methodist church had its beginning in the early part of the eighteenth century as part of the
Protestant Reformation Movement.

I. The Origin and History of the Methodist Church

A. The origin of Methodism according to the Methodist Church.

1. The Methodist Church did not start as an independent denominational body but “had its
origin within the Church of England.” (The Doctrines and Disciplines of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, 1948, p. 3)

2. “‘In 1729 two young men in England, reading the Bible saw they could not be saved
without holiness, followed after it, and incited others so to do. In 1737 they saw likewise,
that men are justified before they are sanctified; but still holiness was their object. God
then thrust them out to raise a holy people’. This was the rise of Methodism, as given in
the words of its founders, John and Charles Wesley, of Oxford University, and Presbyters
of the Church of England.” (The Doctrines and Disciplines of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, 1908, p. 15)

B. The founder of the Methodist Church was John Wesley (1703-1791), a preacher in the Church of
England. (Ibid)

1. John Wesley was born in the rectory at Epworth, Lincolnshire, in 1703 and educated at
Charterhouse School and Christ Church, University of Oxford.

2. He was the fifteenth child of British clergyman Samuel Wesley.

3. He was ordained deacon in 1725 and admitted to the priesthood of the Church of
England in 1728.

C. In 1729, while at Oxford, he, along with his brother Charles, joined a group of students which
included George Whitefield, the founder of Calvinistic Methodism, who had formed a “Holy Club.”

1. The purpose of the club was to read the New Testament in Greek with the idea of trying
to conform their ideas and behavior to the teaching of the New Testament.

2. They had no intention of starting a new denomination but were rather protesting the
formality, coldness, indifference and ungodliness in the Church of England.

3. They arranged a daily schedule of activities—setting hours for visiting the sick and those
in prison, praying aloud three times a day, etc.

4. This group was given nicknames by other students such as “Bible Moths,” “Bible
Bigots,” and “Holy Club.” But because the club members adhered strictly and
methodically to religious precepts and practices, they were derisively called
“Methodists”—the name which they adopted.

D. From c. 1735 to 1738, John Wesley did mission work in the state of Georgia.

1. While sailing to America, he met some German Moravians whose simple piety greatly
impressed him.

2. He continued to associate with the Moravians while in Georgia and even translated some
of their hymns into English.
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E. Upon his return to England in 1738, Wesley sought out the Moravians.

M

1.

4.

While attending one of their meetings in Aldersgate Street, London, on May 24, 1738, he
experienced a “religious awakening” that profoundly convinced him that salvation was
possible for every man through faith in Jesus Christ alone.

In describing this experience, Wesley said: “I felt my heart strangely warmed; I felt that I
did trust in Christ, in Christ alone for salvation and an assurance was given me that He
had taken away my sins, even mine and saved me from the law of sin and death.”

Some view this “experience” as the beginning of the Methodist Church. “The Methodist
Church is young, barely two hundred years old. It was born in 1738 when John Wesley’s
heart was strangely warmed at Aldersgate in London, England.” (James S. Chubb, The
Methodist Church)

Wesley parted with the Moravians in 1740 because of doctrinal disagreements. (Note: he
also rejected the Calvinist doctrine of predestination thus breaking ties with Whitefield)

. On May 1, 1739, Wesley and a group of his followers, meeting in a shop on West Street in

London, formed the first Methodist society. Two similar organizations were established in
Bristol in the same month.

In 1742, the socicties were divided into classes with a leader for each class.

In 1744, Wesley called the first conference of Methodist leaders and conferences were held
annually thereafter.

Wesley discarded many tenets of the Church of England but he never voiced any intention of
establishing the movement as a new church.

In 1784 Wesley issued the deed of declaration which provided rules and regulations for the
guidance of the Methodist societies.

. Also in 1784, he appointed his aide, Thomas Coke, 